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The Empress, accompanied by the Minister of the
Navy, went down into the basin, to admire the work
before the waters of the ocean should be admitted for
all time. Meanwhile, two English men-of-war were
tacking to and fro at a distance of about four leagues.
The new moon and the springtide determined the
destruction of the dani for the next day. The sailors
and a great number of workmen were employed in
making three openings in the dam, through which
the water, as it rose, should enter the basin. The
27th more than forty thousand persons filled all the
neighboring approaches, and crowded the elevations,
whence, as from the rising seats of an amphitheatre,
they could witness the whole ceremony. Near the
dam there had been set up a pavilion for the use of
the Empress. She entered it at six in the evening,
just as the sea began to enter the basin. All the
cannon on the platforms about the Port Napoleon
were set off, and rapturous applause broke out. The
Bishop of Constance, with all his clergy, received
the Empress with an address; then turning towards
the further port, he recited the usual prayers and
blessings. The sea rose majestically, and gradually
filled the basin through the three openings. At nine
in the evening the crash occurred, the dam gave way
with a loud roar, and the basin was filled to the level
of the sea.

During this grand festivity, Marie Louise seemed
depressed. She had reached Cherbourg tired by the
bad roads beyond Carentan, suffocated by the dust.